| NT. SOCI OLOd ST'S ROOM - DAY
A sociologist is in front of the canera |looking at it.

SOCl OLOd ST
Geetings. |'"'mDr. Christine Schick.
Today, we are going to exam ne how
hunger, table manners, scarcity, and
st at us shape human behavi or in shared
eating environnents.

Beat .

SOCl OLOGE ST (CONT' D)
Food is not nmerely nutrition. Food is
ritual. Food is confort. Food is
power. And, under the right
conditions, food is a weapon.

The soci ol ogi st gives the canera a snmle.

SOCI OLOG ST ( CONT' D)
| can't wait.

| NT. DI NNER TABLE - TEST 1

Two people are sitting at the dinner table, their eyes
drifting around the room

The sociologist is standing at the edge of the table,
centered. She's |ooking at the canera.

SOCl OLOG ST
For our first scenario, both subjects
have been given the sane neal under
the sane conditions. W'll be
observi ng whet her equal access to food
creates confort, cooperation, or
si nply the unbearabl e awar eness of
bei ng wat ched whil e eating.

The soci ol ogi st | ooks at the partici pants and gestures
towards the plates in front of them each wth a single
drunsti ck.

The participant's eyes flick between the plate, each other,
and t he soci ol ogi st.

Eventual Iy, both participants awkwardly reach towards the
drum sti cks, each taking one.



Partici pant One brings the drunstick to his nmouth but stops.
He | ooks at the sociol ogist.

PARTI Cl PANT 1
Do we...do we eat them..or...?

The sociologist slowy turns to the participant, annoyed.

SOCl OLOd ST
...1f you would like to, go ahead.

The soci ol ogi st | ooks back at the canera, a forced smle on
it.

The two participants begin slowy eating the drunsticks.

SCOCl OLOG ST (CONT' D)
In this first test, equal distribution
di d appear to prevent conflict.
However, both subjects displayed signs
of disconfort while eating in a
noni t ored envi ronmnent.

Participant 2 starts | ooking awkwardly at the canera, the
ot her participant, and the sociol ogi st

SOCI OLOGE ST ( CONT' D)
Thi s suggests that even a sinple neal
can becone socially stressful when
turned into a perfornance.

The sane forced sm | e appears on the sociologist's face.

PART| Cl PANT 2
s she. ..

They | ook at the sociol ogist.

PARTI Cl PANT 2 ( CONT' D)
Are you talking to us...or-

SOCI OLOd ST
(not | ooking away fromthe canera)
No.

The partici pant awkwardly | ooks back at the other
participant, then down at the table. They all exist in
silence for a while.



| NT. DI NNER TABLE - TEST 2
The sociologist is in the sane spot, participants as well.

This time, only one drunstick is on the plate on the center
of the table.

SOCl OLOd ST
In this second scenario, only one
subject will receive food. W'll be

observi ng how hunger, denial, and
proximty to sonmeone el se's neal
affect fairness, resentnent, and the
desire to pretend that everything is
fine.

Beat .
SOCl OLOGE ST (CONT' D)
Al so for this scenario, both subjects
were asked not to eat |unch

The soci ol ogi st gestures towards the plate. They then | ook at
the two participants.

The participants | ook at each other.

Participant 1 awkwardly reaches out for the drum stick
taking it.

As they pull it back, they glance at the sociol ogist.
Participant 2 takes a sip fromtheir glass of water.
The soci ol ogi st | ooks in annoyance at Partici pant 2.

Their eyes dart between both participants, |anding on 2
agai n.

SCOCl OLOGE ST ( CONT' D)
What' re you doi ng?

Participant 2 | ooks up at the sociol ogist.

PARTI Cl PANT 2
...what?

SCOCl OLOd ST
Aren't you nmad? Look at him Eating
away. And you're here w th not hing.
Were's the anger? The resentnent?



PARTI Cl PANT 2
l...1"mnot that hungry...so..

The soci ol ogi st stares at Participant 2.
SCOCl OLOd ST
(qui eter, leaning in)
You' re not hungry?

PARTI Cl PANT 2

.no, |'mnot.
The soci ol ogi st | eans back out, still staring at Participant
2.
The sociologist then reluctantly pulls out a small, dipping

container and sets it in front of Participant 2.
They continue to stare.
Participant 2 is confused.

PARTI Cl PANT 2 ( CONT' D)
VWha...what is this?

SOCl ALOd ST
...it"s sauce.

PARTI Cl PANT 2

SCOCl OLOd ST
Doesn't it nmake you want the food
nor e? Makes you nore hungry?

PARTI Cl PANT 2
. NO.

The soci ol ogi st closes their eyes.
They take a very deep breath.

They then open their eyes and | ook at the camera, no clear
expr essi on.

SOCl OLOG ST
The di sadvant aged subj ect chose not to
chal I enge the inbal ance, instead
claimng they were "not that hungry."

Beat .



SOCl OLOG ST (CONT' D)
(under their breath)
Fucking liar.

Beat .

SOCl OLOG ST (CONT' D)
This may suggest enotional restraint,
soci al politeness, or a conplete
refusal to help the experinment becone
i nteresting.

| NT. DI NNER TABLE - TEST 3
The soci ol ogi st wal ks in readi ng from her notebook.

On the table are two drunsticks, two napkins, and two pairs
of gl oves.

The participants | ook at the gl oves.
The soci ol ogi st | ooks at the gl oves too.

SCOCl OLOd ST
For our third scenario, the subjects
will be asked to eat while maintaining
a clean, conposed, socially
present abl e appear ance.

She checks her notes.
SCOCl OLOG ST ( CONT' D)
No visible grease. No finger |icking.
No excessive chewi ng. No sauce on the
face, hands, or cl othing.
Beat .

She | ooks at the gl oves again.

SOCl OLOGE ST (CONT' D)
And. .. gl oves.

The participants wait for nore.

SCOCl OLOGE ST ( CONT' D)
The gl oves are neant to represent...

She checks her notes.



SCCl OLOG ST (CONT' D)
... sonet hi ng.

She | ooks to the camera, recovering.

SCOCl OLOG ST (CONT' D)
An artificial barrier between appetite
and public presentation.
May be.

The participants put on the gl oves and begin eating.
Because of the gloves, their hands stay conpletely clean.
They eat awkwardly, but technically remai n presentable.
The soci ol ogi st watches, slowy realizing the problem
They sigh and purse their |ips.

SOCI OLOGE ST ( CONT' D)
In this test, both subjects were asked
to preserve a socially acceptable
appear ance whil e consum ng a nessy
food item

She | ooks at their gl oved hands.

SCOCl OLOG ST ( CONT' D)
However, the gl oves appear to have
prevented the exact visible ness the
test was designed to observe.

Beat .

SOCI OLOG ST ( CONT' D)
. So.

She checks her not ebook.

SOCl OLOGE ST ( CONT' D)
That was... not useful.

The participants stare at her.

SCOCl OLOGE ST ( CONT' D)
Still, the subjects did conply with an
unnecessary rule, which suggests
peopl e may accept pointless soci al
restrictions when presented with
institutional authority.



Beat .

SCOCl OLOG ST ( CONT' D)
But nostly the glove thing ruined it.

The sociologist's arns drop, joined by a | ook of defeat on
their face.

| NT. DI NNER TABLE - TEST 4

The sociologist is in their spot, staring at the canera.
The participants are seated.

Two drunsticks are on a plate on the center of the table.

SOCl OLOd ST
Alright. For this one, we're
i ntroduci ng status. One of you is the
boss, and one of you is...beneath
that. The boss will control access to
the food. We'll be | ooking for
dom nance, obedi ence, resentnent, or,
ideally, anything at all.

The soci ol ogi st | ooks at Partici pant 2.

SCOCl OLOGE ST ( CONT' D)
How bout you be the "boss."

They then | ook at Participant 1.

SCOCl OLOG ST ( CONT' D)
And you just...figure it out.

Beat .

SCCl OLOG ST ( CONT' D)
Al right.

The soci ol ogi st cl aps her hands.

They | ook at two participants, waiting for sonething to
happen.

The participants | ook at the sociol ogi st and each other, also
wai ting for sonething to happen.

PARTI Cl PANT 2
So...what do we do?



SOCl ALOd ST
You're the boss. You tell them when to
eat .

PARTI Cl PANT 2
...that feels werd

The soci ol ogi st nods.

SOCl OLOG ST
Yeah, power often does.

Participant 2 | ooks at Participant 1.
Then they | ook at the drunsticks.

PARTI Cl PANT 2
Uh-1...l guess you can...take a bite
now.

Participant 1 slowy reaches out for one of the drunsticks,
the other two watching intently.

Beat .

They then grab one and bring it back towards them the others
still staring.

Participant 1 takes a bite.

PARTI Cl PANT 2 ( CONT' D)
...smaller.

PARTI Cl PANT 1
VWhat ?

Participant 2 rushes his hands to his forehead.

PARTI Cl PANT 2
| pani cked. |I'msorry.

The soci ol ogi st nods, sonmewhat satisfied and | ooks at the
caner a.

SOCl OLOG ST
In this test, the assigned "boss" was
gi ven control over the enployee's
access to food.

Beat .



SOCl OLOGE ST (CONT' D)
Thi s produced one cl ear act of
dom nance: a correction of bite size.

Participant 2 closes their eyes.

SOCl OLOGE ST (CONT' D)
The boss then i mredi ately apol ogi zed,
i ndi cating that power can create
di sconfort not only for the person
being controlled, but also for the
person expected to do the controlling.

Beat .

SCOCl OLOGE ST ( CONT' D)
...but that's al nost soci ol ogy.

| NT. DI NNER TABLE - TEST 5
The soci ol ogist enters with renewed confi dence.
Too nmuch confi dence.

The participants are still seated, unsettled fromthe |ast
test.

On the table: one drunstick on a plate.
The soci ol ogi st takes her place, smling at the canera.

SOCl OLOG ST
Followi ng the rel ative success of the
previ ous scenario, we wll now be
escalating fromfood control to food
dependency.

The participants | ook at the single drunstick.

SCOCl OLOGE ST ( CONT' D)
In this test, one subject will chew
the drunstick and then transfer it
directly into the other subject's
nout h.

Beat .

PARTI Cl PANT 1
" msorry, what?

The soci ol ogi st | ooks annoyed at being interrupted.



SCOCl OLOd ST
One subject will chew the drunstick
partially break it down, and then spit
it into the other subject's nouth

PARTI Cl PANT 1
No, | heard you. | just wanted you to
hear you.

SOCl OLOG ST
This is designed to exam ne intinacy,
di sgust, caregiving, and the soci al
boundari es around shared consunpti on.

PARTI Cl PANT 2
| "' m not doing that.

SCOCl OLOd ST
You haven't been assigned roles yet.

PARTI Cl PANT 2
| don't need a role.

PARTI Cl PANT 1
Yeah, no, I'malso not doing that.

Beat .

SOCl OLOd ST
The purpose is not to be confortable.
The purpose is to observe the
di sconfort.

PARTI Cl PANT 1
You know what? | actually have
sonet hing el se to be doing right now
Partici pant 1 stands up.

PARTI Cl PANT 2
Yeah, | do too.

Partici pant 2 stands too.

SOCl OLOd ST
No, you can't | eave. W're not done.

The participants start wal ki ng away.
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SOCl OLOGE ST (CONT' D)
This m ght be a voluntary study, but
there is still a structure.

They keep wal ki ng.

SOCl OLOG ST (CONT' D)
You' re disrupting the data!

The participants exit.

The soci ol ogi st stands there, furious and enbarrassed.
| NT. SOCI OLOQd ST''S ROOM - DAY

The sociologist sits in front of the canera again.

She i s conposed.

Al nost too conposed.

SOCl OLOG ST
Overall, | would consider the study a
resoundi ng success.

Beat .

SCOCl OLOGE ST ( CONT' D)
Whil e the participants denonstrated a
di sappointing lack of commtnent to
the research process, their refusal to
conplete the final scenario was, in
itself, highly val uabl e dat a.

She gives a small, controlled smle

SOCl OLOG ST (CONT' D)
Across the study, we observed
di sconfort around public eating,
avoi dance in response to food
i nequality, obedi ence to unnecessary
dining rules, brief but meani ngful
abuse of food-based authority, and a
strong cultural resistance to
cooperative mastication.

Beat .
SOCI OLOGE ST ( CONT' D)

So, in many ways, everything went
exactly as expect ed.



Anot her

beat .

SOCl OLOGE ST ( CONT' D)
| can't wait to do anot her one.
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