EXT. BURGER HUT - EVEN NG

The sun sets in the background. The breeze floats by.

A couple cars sit in the drive-through | ane, unbothered.

A 1997 Toyota Paseo idles in the enpty lot. JASON sits in the
driver's seat, head back, eyes closed. His windowis rolled
all the way down.

He m ght even be asl eep.

TED, a twenty-sonethi ng enpl oyee conmes out of the buil ding.
H s arnms hang | ow. Head too.

H s work shirt is draped over his shoul der.
Ted wal ks over to the Toyota Paseo.

He goes for the passenger handl e.

Locked.

| nsi de, Jason startles awake.

Jason fixes the issue at hand.

Ted swi ngs the door open and gets inside.

| NT. JASON S CAR - CONTI NUOUS

Ted tosses his work shirt in the back. Jason rolls the
passenger w ndow down while he puts his seatbelt on.

Ted Wi pes a hand across his face and gives the vents a
poi nt| ess adj ust nent .

The two sit there in silence for a bit.
Ted fi xes the non-issue.

TED
It's really hot out today.

Jason nods as he starts |ooking up at the sky through the
wi ndshi el d.

JASON
Yeah, well...l think it's supposed to
cool down soon. In an hour. Sonething.



Ted nods, now | ooking at the sky as well.
He then takes a deep breath.
Jason | ooks over at him

JASON ( CONT' D)
How d work go?

A crease appears on Ted's |ips.

TED
... Alright.
Jason nods.
JASON
That's good.

Jason | eaves room for nore.
Not hi ng cones.

JASON ( CONT' D)
Not hi ng cool happen?

Ted searches for sonething-anyt hi ng.

Found it.
TED
There was one guy...| think-well, he
was high. Wanted to get a chicken
sandw ch.
JASON
kay.
TED
And then he uh...well, right before he
paid he-uh, he left.
Si | ence.

JASON
What do you nean he left?

TED
He wal ked out. He left the building.



JASON
And he didn't conme back?

TED
. Nope.
Beat .
JASON
.hm ..
Beat .
JASON ( CONT' D)
...oweird.

Ted slowy nods, m nd el sewhere.

Jason puts the car in reverse and gets out of the parking
| ot.

The two drive around town.

Not a place in m nd.

Ted | ooks out his w ndow as they go.

Jason drives one-handed, | oose at the wheel.

The radi o plays | ow, nmasked by the wind fromthe open
W ndows.

Ted gl ances over at Jason.

TED
Did you ever figure out that thing
with your foot? What it was?

Jason' brings his other hand to the wheel.

JASON
| went in...on a...Tuesday-| ast
Tuesday, and they said it was a uh..
a sprain, that's what it was, a
sprain.

Ted nods.

TED
What' d they say to do?



JASON
Uh...ice...raise it...stay off of it.

Beat .

TED
Didn't you go to that track neet on
Wednesday though?

Si | ence.

JASON
| did...yeah...

TED
Isn't there a | ot of standing...at
t hose things?

JASON
...yeah, no you'd be right about that,
yeah.
TED
.hm ..

Jason hangs a right.

Ted | ooks back out his w ndow.

Jason adjusts his grip on the steering wheel.

Still, no destination in mnd.

Ted reaches back for his work shirt.

He grabs it and starts fishing around the chest pocket.
But he gl ances back to the backseat.

Onit, sits a blue VHS tape. Al one, seem ngly untouched.
Forgotten

Ted gl ances between the tape and Jason, who's unaware of the
gl ances bei ng nade.

TED ( CONT' D)
Did we never turn that tape in?

Jason perks up a bit.



He | ooks over at Ted.

Jason follow s Ted' s gaze to the backseat.

The tape.
Si | ence.
JASON
Oh shit...l thought we turned that in.
TED

| thought so too...
Ted reaches back and grabs the tape. He | ooks it over.

TED ( CONT' D)
Wen did we get this?

Jason exhal es, no clues to give.

JASON
Uh...well couldn't of been | ast
week. . .

TED

No...did we get it the week before?

JASON
...Mmaybe...wait, no...that week |I was
sick. It had to've been the week
before that. ..

Ted t hi nks.

TED
So three weeks ago...?

Jason thinks, then starts to nod.

JASON
Yeah. ..t hree weeks ago.

Si | ence.

TED
Then...this has to be due soon, no?

Jason nods agai n.



JASON
Yeah. .. has to be.

Silence fills the car again.

TED
Man | think this m ght be due today...

That gets Jason

JASON
...today?

TED
Yeah. | think this m ght be due today.

JASON
Hm ..

Beat .

JASON ( CONT' D)
Shoul d probably go do that then, huh?

TED
Yeah. ..l guess so.

JASON
Al right.

They continue to drive.
A destination in mnd-

JASON ( CONT' D)
| got to stop at the mall first...

TED
. Wy ?
JASON
| got coupons...for Tims...l think

t hey expire soon.
Ted nods.

TED
Alright. Do that first |I'd say.

JASON
Yeah. . . yeah. ..



Jason turns.
Ted puts the tape back in the backseat.
He puts his work shirt back there too.

Jason pulls into the mall lot. Mstly enpty, except for the
cl osest rows.

He parks a few rows farther than he needs to.
He turns the radio.

TED
There's a coupl e spots cl oser.

JASON
| know.

Jason parks the car in an enpty row

He turns it off and opens the center console and starts
fi shing around.

Ted opens his door, but waits for Jason to get what he needs.
Jason pulls out a couple coupons and cl oses the |id.
He starts | ooking them over.

Ted gl ances into the backseat, the VHS sits hal f-buried under
Ted's work shirt.

Jason pockets the coupons.
Notices Ted on the tape.

JASON ( CONT' D)
We'll be in and out. Don't worry.

Ted scoffs and starts getting out.

TED
Huh? |'m not worri ed.

JASON
You're looking a little worri ed.

Beat .



TED
Never .

Jason gets out and closes his door. Ted cl oses his.
EXT. MALL PARKI NG LOT - CONTI NUOUS

Jason and Ted wal k towards the entrance.

Jason studies the coupons |ike they nmatter.

Ted wat ches the sunset.

TED
Looks cool out...

Jason | ooks up.

JASON
Yeah...it does..

They get to the main entrance. The doors slide open for them
Into the mall they go.

| NT. MALL - CONTI NUQUS

Ted and Jason stand at the entrance.

Like the lot, the nmall seens to be mainly enpty.

Coupl e peopl e wal k by.

JASON
Ni ce in here.

TED
| was gonna say, yeah

Ted and Jason start wal ki ng.

Jason notices a security guard near the entrance, watching
t hem wal k.

He waves.

JASON
Hi .

The guard waves back.



SECURI TY GUARD
Hey.

The guard keeps wat chi ng.
They cone to the first intersection in the mall

Jason i medi ately takes a left, eyes locked to in front of
hi m

Ted follows a bit behind, his gaze floating around the quiet
mal | and stores he passes.

Jason locks on to TIMS CLOTH NG up ahead.

He gl ances at the coupons in his hand once nore as he gets
cl ose.

Ted wat ches him do so and qui ckens his pace to catch up
Jason wal ks in.

Ted too.

INT. TIMS CLOTH NG STORE - CONTI NUOUS

The clothing store is all but enpty, just a single clerk
i nsi de.

Jason goes straight to them

Ted stops in the m ddle. He watches Jason go on. He then
| ooks around.

A section of sweatshirts catches him He wanders over.
One crew neck gets his attention.
JASON (O S.)
| have these coupons and was wonderi ng
about them

He exam nes the sl eeves.

JASON (O S.) (CONT' D)
Wel |l they say they expire today.

Ted feels the bottom seam

JASON (O S.) (CONT' D)
Right, but it doesn't say what tine.



10.

Ted | ooks at the price tag.
Ted noves on.

JASON (O ' S.) (CONT' D)
Yeah. . . okay. ..

Ted sees a couple nore sweatshirts. He flips through the
rack. He stops at a burgundy one.

JASON (O ' S.) (CONT' D)
" mnot disputing the expiration. |I'm
di sputing the interpretation of thus
said expiration

Ted takes the burgundy one off the rack and holds it up
agai nst hi nsel f.

JASON (O. S.) (CONT' D)
It doesn't say that.

Too big.
So is the one behind it.

JASON (O S.) (CONT' D)
That's not what it says.

Ted gl ances over at Jason.

JASON
That's what you're saying it says.

Ted | ooks back at the sweatshirts.
He wal ks further down, now by shirts. He flips through them
JASON (O . S.)
"' m not asking you to bend anyt hing.
|"mjust pointing out-that's not what
| ' m doi ng.
The shirts do nothing for him

A pair of joggers he spots do, though.

JASON (O S.) (CONT' D)
kay. . .

The joggers line up nicely as Ted hol ds them against his
| egs.



11.

Ted | ooks at the price tag.

JASON (O S.) (CONT' D)
...right...

Ted likes the price tag.

JASON (O S.) (CONT' D)
| get that, | do. But that-

Ted drapes the pants over his arm and wal ks down towards sone
hoodi es.

He takes a | ook at the counter.

JASON
I"'mreally not doing that, |'m not.

Ted browses the hoodi es.
The first couple he exanm nes a bit.
The rest he just | ooks at the price tag.

JASON (O . S.)
kay, yeah, ['ll wait...

Ted spots a wi ndbreaker.

All attention goes to the wi ndbreaker. He sets the joggers on
a nearby rack.

He hol ds the wi ndbreaker up to his chest.
It seens to fit.

He | ooks at the price tag.

Sonehow, it agrees.

Ted | ooks around for a mrror.

One in the corner, he goes to it.

He puts the w ndbreaker on. He turns around to see how the
back | ooks.

JASON (O. S.) (CONT' D)
So what does that nean?

Jason's argunent from across the store dulls the nonent.



12.

He gets a side angle on it.

JASON (O S.) (CONT' D
That's what he sai d?

This side isn't as bad. Ted gets the other side angle.
It coul d work.
Ted does a pose.
JASON (O ' S.) (CONT' D)
That's dunb-1"msorry but that's
st upi d.
It works.

Ted i ndul ges anot her pose.

JASON (O S.) (CONT' D)
| know you don't nake the rules.

Ted takes the wi ndbreaker off.
He wal ks back towards the joggers he set down.

JASON (O S.) (CONT' D)
Al right...

He exam nes the price tag of them Then he | ooks back at the
price tag of the w ndbreaker.

Ted weighs the two price tags agai nst each ot her.

A sigh from Jason can be heard fromthe other side of the
store.

JASON (O S.) (CONT' D)
Al right-well...

Si | ence.

JASON (O. S.) (CONT' D)
No. .. thank you though.

The wi ndbreaker gets nore expensive the | onger he holds it.

Ted reluctantly puts it back. The joggers the only thing he's
hol di ng now.

Jason rounds the corner and spots the joggers.



13.

JASON

Oh you were | ooking for those right?
TED

| was yeah

Jason nods.
Ted | ooks at Jason, who's head is clearly el sewhere.

Jason realizes Ted' s |ooking at himand then gl ances out the
store.

JASON
Let's stop at the food court. HnP?

TED
Yeah, just |l emme buy these first.

JASON
Al right.

Jason wal ks out the store, and hangs by the entrance.

Ted goes to the desk and hands the joggers to the clerk. He
pulls out his wallet.

I NT. MALL - CONTI NUOUS

Ted conmes out of the clothing store. Jason and himstart
wal ki ng towards the food court.

JASON
How nuch did they cost?

TED
Uh...twenty-five.

Jason nods approvingly.

As they wal k, they pass the security guard from before
| eani ng against a wall, watching them

Jason clocks him Ted doesn't.
Jason and Ted keep wal ki ng.

A nonent |ater, the guard pushes off the wall and drifts
after them

Ted and Jason don't notice at first, just keep wal ki ng.



14.

Then-

Jason takes a gl ance back.

He sees the guard.

The guard sees him

Jason stops, staring now.

The guard mrrors him

Ted realizes Jason stopped and does the sane.
He | ooks back.

The standoff has already started.

Si | ence.

JASON
Everything alright?

SECURI TY GUARD
|"m not follow ng you.

Sil ence. .. again.

Jason | ooks at Ted, then back at the guard.

Agai n.

Jason takes a step to Ted, still |ooking at the guard.
The guard doesn't nove.

Ted and Jason keep noving. Jason can't stop checking behind
t hem

The guard wat ches t hem go.
In silence.
| NT. FOOD COURT - CONTI NUQUS

Ted and Jason walk up to the food court. They scan the
over head nenus.

Behind them the court sits nostly enpty. A couple people are
eat i ng.



Ajanitor fills the silence with echoing cl eaning.

JASON
What ' re you thi nking?
TED
Uh...l don't know...something...small.
Jason nods a bit.
JASON
Part of me wants the burrito.
TED
...alright.
JASON
But part of ne doesn't.
TED
Why not ?
Beat .
JASON

.1 don't know. ..
They continue to scan the nenus.
The cashier watches them patiently.
Ted nearly orders.
Doesn't.
Then he does.

TED
"1l have a pretzel

The cashier rings up a pretzel. Ted pulls out noney.

JASON
Mm ..the tacos are usually pretty
good too. ..

Ted counts the noney, glancing back at Jason who's still

| ooki ng at the nenu.

TED
Yeah. ..they are.

15.



16.

Ted hands over the necessary anount.
JASON
Maybe the quesadilla...mm..that's
smal | though. ..
Ted gets change handed back.

The cashier goes to grab his pretzel.

JASON ( CONT' D)
You eat it...then it's gone...

Ted. .. nods?

TED
...yeah. ..

The cashier conmes back with Ted's pretzel. He grabs it and
slides over for Jason, who steps up to the cashier.

JASON
"1l have one chicken burrito
and...two chicken quesadillas. And a
dri nk.
The cashier rings it up.
Ted grabs sone napkins and gets sone cheese for his pretzel.
Jason pulls out the noney and pays for the food.

He puts the little change given into the nearby tip jar.

Ted | ooks for a place to sit, Jason watching him putting his
recei pt in his pocket.

Monents later, they're sitting down at a table.

Ted dips his pretzel in the cheese and takes a bite.
Jason starts eating one of the quesadill as.

They eat quietly.

The other people in the food court |eave just as quietly.
Ted eats and takes in the enpty space.

Jason's too busy eating to | ook around.



17.
TED
How is it?
Jason swal | ows and starts noddi ng.

JASON
Alright...

He takes a sip of his drink.

JASON ( CONT' D)
Your s?

Bef ore Ted can speak, he coughs a little.
Jason nudges his drink a bit towards Ted, who takes a sip.

TED
It's good.

Beat .

TED ( CONT' D)
|'ve had better but...

Jason nods.
JASON
| feel |ike whenever | get
those...it's like I'mchasing a high
"1l never get back.
Ted nods.

TED
Yeah...| get that...

Ted finishes his pretzel. Jason finishes his first quesadilla
and noves to the second, not slow ng down between them

Ted Wi pes his hands with a napkin. Then around his nouth.
Ted gl ances around the court again.
This time it's not so enpty.

The security guard is on the other side of the food court
now, sitting down.

The guard nmay or may not be wat chi ng.



18.

Ted | ooks at Jason who's busy eating.

TED ( CONT' D)
Are you still on that predni sone?

Jason nods with a little too nmuch reli ef.

JASON
Yeah, al nost done though. Tonorrows
the last day of two, then it's five
days of one.

Ted nods.
Jason finishes the second quesadill a.
JASON ( CONT' D)

| "' m gonna be honest, I'mstill going
to be hungry after this.

TED
Yeah. .. nme too.
Beat .
TED ( CONT' D)
How bout we swing by Angelo's. Get a

pi zza?
Jason nods, now eating the burrito.

Ted takes a | ook at the security guard, who's still there,
possi bly wat ching them

Ted si ghs.

He | eans back in his chair, relaxing.

TED ( CONT' D)
Let's take the I ong way out of here,
hnt?

JASON
Sur e.

Jason finishes the burrito. Ted let's his eyes wander.
| NT. MALL - CONTI NUOUS

Ted and Jason are wal ki ng through the |ong hall ways of the
mal | now. Even fewer people can be seen wal ki ng around.



They drift past shuttered storefronts and di mdi spl ays,

One storefront catches Jason

He gestures at it, Ted | ooking over.

JASON
Renmenbering going in that one all the
ti me? Back when it was the arcade?

TED
Ch yeah...that one had all the fun
gamnes.

JASON
Pl ayi ng tag around the machi nes while
we waited. None of the enpl oyees
car ed.

TED
None of them cared until we eventually
ran soneone over.

JASON
They shoul dn't have gotten in the way
of a game of tag.

TED
| feel like we nore got in their way.

JASON
No, nonono. Vice versa, ny friend,
Vi ce versa.

The two pass nore stores.

One of which is a honme goods store -

19.

Wth a single display chair facing out towards the rest of

the mall .

Ted notices it.

H s eyes

H s gaze

narrow slightly.
shifts forward.
TED

What if...you had a store...and it
sold...one kind of chair?



20.

Jason's eyes rest on the ground as the two wal k.

JASON
...what do you nean one kind of chair?
Ted's eyes narrow a bit, still looking in front.
TED

Li ke...we only sell one kind of chair.
One nodel of chair..

Beat .
JASON
Is that...is that sustainable? Is that
profitable?
TED
I f you use the right kind of chair..
t hi nk so.
JASON
.but...l don't know
TED
You' d use whatever the best kind of
chair is. That's the one you'd sell.
Beat .
JASON
VWhat if people don't like it? It's not
t heir best kind?
TED
Well...then they're wong.
Beat .
TED ( CONT' D)

Because it's the best chair.
The chair idea hangs there as they wal k.

JASON
.1 guess...

The two slowly cone to a bit of a stop. They | ook around the
hal | way, now nobody can be seen on either side of them



21.

TED

| think this place is closing soon.
JASON

Yeah...let's get out of here.

The two start wal king through the hallway again.
Ted | ooks ahead. Jason watches the floor pass under them
| NT. MALL CENTER - CONTI NUOUS

Ted and Jason stroll up to the mddle of the mall. A fountain
sits in the mddle.

A smal | merchandi se stand is nearby selling keychai ns.
Ted | ooks at the fountain, Jason at the stand.

JASON
"1l be right back.

Jason wal ks towards the stand, Ted watches him

Ted returns to the fountain.

JASON (O S.)
It's five dollars, yeah.
Beat .
JASON (O S.) (CONT' D)
But that's the listed price.
Beat .

JASON (O ' S.) (CONT' D)
| " mtal ki ng about the actual price.
Your price.
Ted | ooks at the bottom of the fountain.
Coins litter the bottom
Ted fishes in his pocket and pulls out a quarter.
JASON (O ' S.) (CONT' D)
| think there's a mddle ground you
haven't thought of.

Ted turns the quarter over once.



22.

The fountain waits.
Patiently.
JASON (O ' S.) (CONT' D)
Come on...sonething is better than
not hi ng.

A crease forns around Ted's nouth.

JASON (O ' S.) (CONT' D)
Hel | yeah, thank you.

Jason returns with a keychai n.

He notices the quarter and |lets the nonent happen.

FLI P.

The coin drops into the water.

Ted watches it settle on the bottom Jason watches with him
Beat .

JASON
Ready?

Ted nods.
The two wal k back towards the entrance of the mall

As they wal k out, the security guard appears behind them
trailing once again.

Ted noti ces.

This time, Ted stops first.
Jason foll ows.

So does the guard.

TED
What's goi ng on dude?

SECURI TY GUARD
"' mnot foll ow ng you.

Si | ence.



23.
TED
| didn't say you were

SECURI TY GUARD
Good. .. cause |I'm not.

Nobody el se is around them They seemto be the |ast people
in the mall

Ted doesn't | ook away fromthe guard. Jason's eyes nove
bet ween them keychain in hand.

TED
W' re goi ng now,
W' re | eavi ng.
The guard taps his sides rhythmcally.
SECURI TY GUARD
... Alright.
Have a ni ce night.
Beat .
Jason | ooks at Ted. Then back at the guard.

JASON
... You too.

Ted backs toward the doors w thout giving the guard his back.
Jason | eads, checki ng over his shoul der.

The guard stands there, watching.

Patiently.

The doors open for Ted and Jason.

They wal k out.

The doors cl ose.



